
DR. CHRIS COMBEST will be judging at this 

year’s Festival, filling in for MARK KELLOGG, who 

is unable to attend. Combest is Assistant 

Professor of Tuba at Middle Tennessee State 

University (Murfreesboro) where he teaches tuba 

and music theory and performs with their Faculty 

Brass Quintet. Previously, Combest held teaching 

positions at the University of Texas-San Antonio, Southern Illinois 

University, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Principal Tubist with the Wintergreen Festival Orchestra and 

former tubist with the Louisville Orchestra, Combest has 

performed with the US Army Field Band; the Indianapolis, San 

Antonio, Dallas Wind, Illinois, Chattanooga, and Huntsville 

Symphonies; and the Lexington Philharmonic as well as various 

artists including film composer John Williams, Audra McDonald, 

and the Canadian Brass. He appears on recordings for National 

Public Radio, the BBC, and Disney and can also be heard on the 

Polyphonic and Albany music labels. Combest is a Buffet 

Performing Artist for Melton Meinl Weston instruments. 
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